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WEST" IS CLRH^^IS- 



r.. A. method: for composing a computer message, said, method 
comprising the steps- o£r 

(a) presenting a. message, composition area for entry 
o£ an unformatted message and a message, format selector for 
selecting an output format from a. plurality of formats; and 

(b) in response to entry o£ an unformatted message 
into said, message composition, area and selection of one of 
said output formats , converting' said, unformatted message to 
form a formatted message with format tags of said one of 
said output formats. 

2. The method of claim 1., wherein said, message formats 
include SGML and. book manager script . 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein said message formats 
further include formatted display. 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein computer instructions 
for steps (a) and (b) are implemented in Java script. 

5 . The method of claim 3 , wherein said unformatted , 
message is a first unformatted message, said formatted 
message is a first formatted message, said message 
composition area further includes a formatted display area 
and. wherein, step (a) further presents a second message 
composition area; further comprising: 
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(o), iirAonsetaent^oEa.secox^fortnatted: 
message inta^d: second: message composition: area, 
converting: said, unformatted, message to form a, formatted 
message with: format tag? of said one of said: output 
formats:,^ and. 

(d) presenting said first and second, formatted 
messages: as. a. concatenated complete message- for display xn 
said formatted message display area. 

6.. The- method of claim 5, further comprising: 

(e) editing said first and second formatted messages 
in said formatted message display area, if: needed; and 

(£) sending a copy of said formatted message to a 
computer: message-, file. 

7 The method of claim 6, wherein said first and second 
composition areas and said formatted message display area 
are formed in a template that is presented on a web page, 
and wherein steps (e) and (f) are performed via said web 
page . 

8 . A method of message composition for a computer message 
file, said method comprising: 

(a) presenting a message display area; 

(b ) obtaining a formatted, message from said computer 
message file; 
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nt^^xgp saidi formatted: message! 



C<z). <=^ *-«™*»™a: me^aH^Wsaiti message, 

display area? 

'(d) editing- said formatted, message to form a revised 
formatted; message;- and: 

(e) providing- saidi revised message to said computer 
message file- 

9. The method- of: claim 8, wherein said message display 
area is formed, in. a template: that is presented, on a. web 
page, and. wherein steps- (c) and (d) are performed via said 
web page.. 

10. A computer' comprising: 

a web page for presentation on an. Intranet or an 
Internet; 

a message creator program for the composition of 
computer messages, said message creator program performing 
the following steps: 

(a) presenting a message composition area for entry 
of an unformatted message and a message format selector for 
selecting an output format from a plurality of formats; 



(b) in. response to entry of an unformatted message 
into said message composition area and selection of. one of 
said output formats, converting said unformatted message to 
form a formatted message with, format tags of said one of 
said, output formats . 
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t t _ The compute o£ claiirt Id,, wherein, said" message formats 
include: SGML, and: book: manager scripts 

I?;, The: computer- ofT clainr XL wherein, said message formats, 
further: include- formatted display. 

13 .. The computer o£ claim 12, wherein computer 
instructions; for steps (a) and (b) are implemented in Java 
script.. 

1.4:.. The computer of claim 12, wherein said unformatted 
message is a first unformatted message, said formatted 
message is a first formatted, message- and said message 
composition area includes a. formatted message display area, 
and wherein step (a) further presents a. second message 
composition area, and wherein said message creator program 
further comprises: 

(d) in response to entry of a second unformatted 
textual message in said second message composition area, 
converting said second unformatted message into said 
selected one of. said- formats to form a second formatted 
message ; and 



messages as a concatenated complete message for display 
said, formatted message display area. 

15. A. memory media for a computer, said memory media 
comprising: 



(e) presenting said first and second formatted 
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means fo^fcntroilingr saicE. computer a= message 

creator- prograrcthat performs the following; stepa:: 

(a) presenting a. message composition area for entry 
of air unformatted? message and a message, format selector for 
selecting- an output format from a: plurality of formats; 

(b) in. response: to entry of said unformatted message 
into said message composition area and. selection of one of 
said output formats , converting said, unformatted message to 
form a formatted message with, format tags of said one of 
said output formats.. 

iff. The memory media, of claim 15, wherein, said message 
formats include SGML and book manager script . 

17 .. The. memory- media, of claim 16 wherein said message 
formats further include; formatted- display. 

1.8. The memory media, of claim 16, wherein computer- 
instruct ions for steps (a) and (b) are implemented in Java 
script . 

19 . The memory media of claim 18 , wherein said unformatted 
message is a first unformatted message, said formatted 
message is a first formatted message, said message 
composition area includes a formatted message display area 
and. wherein step (a) further presents a second message 
composition, area, and wherein said message creator program 
further comprises:- 
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( C ) £ir ^feonse ta entry o£ m secon^^f 

„^^rr. M -f^ s*»<-?nrrd: massacre composi 



^formatted 

textual, messagefin: saidE second: message composition area,, 
converting: said, second! unformatted message into said- 
selected: one of said: format* to form a second formatted 
message; and 

(d) presenting said first and second formatted 
messages as a concatenated complete message for display in 
said formatted, message display area.. 

20 .. A, method for composing a computer message, said method 
comprising the steps- of:: 

(a) presenting a. message composition area for entry 
of an unformatted, message, a formatted message display area 
and a message format selector- for selecting an output 
format from a plurality of formats ; 

(b) in response to entry of an unformatted message 
into said, message composition area and selection of one of 
said output formats, converting said unformatted message to 
form a formatted message with format tags of said one of 
said output, formats; and 

(c) presenting said formatted message for display in 
said formatted message display area. 

21. A method for composing a computer message, said method 
comprising the steps of:. 

(a) receiving an unformatted, message from a user; 
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(b) sel^ng: one output format fojfed message front 
a, plurality oE output formats;,- and. 

(c) converting; said: unformatted, message to a 
formatted: message having" an, output format selected: in^ step 
b) and including format tags, of said one of said output 
formats.. 

22.. The- method as: recited. in claim 21. further comprising 
the added step of: 

(d) displaying said formatted message, for user, 
review.. 

23. A memory media controlling a computer to compose a 
computer message, said memory media comprising: 

(a) means for controlling said, computer to receive an 
unformatted message from a. user; 

(b) means responsive to a user input to control said 
computer to select one. output format for said, message from 
a plurality of output, formats; and 

(c) means for controlling said computer to convert 
said unformatted message to a formatted message having an 
output format selected by means b) and including format 
tags of said one of said output, formats. 

24. The memory media as recited in claim 23, further 
comprising: 
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(dO mean^j^rr controlling: said: comgv^Jto display 
said: formafctedTlnessagey for - user: review. 
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